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THE   RESOURCES   AGENCY   OF   CALIFORNIA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WATER  RESOURCES 


1120  N  STREET,  SACRAMENTO 


January  2k,   1962 


Honorable  Edmund  G.  Brovm,  Governor 
and  Members  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  California 

Gentlemen: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  Bulletin  No.  21-60 
of  the  Department  of  Water  Resources  entitled  "Irrigation  and  Water 
Storage  Districts  in  California,  I96O".  This  is  the  latest  of  a 
series  of  similar  reports  which  have  been  published  periodically 
since  I929. 

Irrigation  and  water  storage  districts  are  required  by  law 
to  submit  annual  reports  of  their  field  operations  and  financial 
affairs  to  the  Department  of  Water  Resources.  Irrigation  districts, 
and  in  certain  circumstances,  other  districts  are  also  required  to 
file  similar  reports  with  the  California  Districts  Securities 
Commission.  The  statistical  information  in  Bulletin  No.  21-60  has 
been  obtained  from  these  reports. 

This  bulletin  presents  information  on  the  field  operation 
of  the  districts  for  the  year  I96O,  and  reports  on  the  dissolution  of 
two  irrigation  districts  in  Orange  County.   No  new  irrigation  or  water 
storage  districts  were  formed  during  the  year. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Director 
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SUMMARY 

At  the  end  of  196O  there  were  in  the  State  111  irrigation  districts 
and  7  water  storage  districts,  encon^jassing  a  total  area  of  approximately 
5,1+55,500  acres  or  8,52U  square  miles.  In  I96O,  the  reporting  districts 
diverted  an  estimated  total  of  13,2^7,000  acre-feet,  of  v^ich  approximately 
7,1+01,000  acre-feet  were  delivered  within  the  districts  to  irrigate  some 
2,1+29,000  acres  of  crops.  Water  deliveries  within  the  districts  for  domestic, 
industrial,  and  municipal  uses  amounted  to  approximately  118,000  acre- feet. 

There  were  no  irrigation  or  water  storage  districts  formed  during 
i960.  The  Newport  Mesa  and  Newport  Heights  Irrigation  Districts  in  Orange 
County  were  dissolved  during  the  year. 

A  nap  showing  the  general  location  of  existing  California  irrigation 
districts  and  water  storage  districts  follows  the  tables  of  statistical  data 
in  this  report. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Bulletin  No.  21-60  contains  statistical  data  on  the  field  ox)erations 
of  irrigation  districts  sJid  water  storage  districts  in  California  for  the  calendar 
year  i960,  and  reports  on  the  dissolution  of  two  irrigation  districts  during  that 
year.  The  statistical  data  presented  herein  were  obtained  from  annual  reports 
^ich  these  districts  are  required  by  law  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Water 
Resources  (Water  Code  Sections  22337,  kkk29) ,   and,  in  some  cases,  to  the 
California  Districts  Securities  Commission  (Water  Code  Section  20025).  No  field 
work  was  performed  to  verify  or  check  the  data,  and  the  correctness  is  dependent 
upon  the  degree  of  precision  with  which  records  have  been  kept  and  the  manner 
in  which  information  has  been  reported  by  the  districts.  Annual  reports  vere 
available  from  all  but  two  irrigation  and  six  water  storage  districts,  although 
many  contained  incomplete  data. 

Information  on  the  financial  transactions  of  the  districts  is  avail- 
able in  reports  prepared  annually  by  the  State  Controller. 

FORMATION  OF  NEW  DISTRICTS 

The  Department  of  Water  Resources  is  required  to  investigate  and  to 
report  on  the  feasibility  of  all  proposed  irrigation  or  water  storage  district 
projects  as  required  by  Sections  20822  and  396OO  of  the  Water  Code.  With  regard 
to  water  storage  districts,  the  department  is  also  required  to  hold  public 
hearings,  establish  district  boundaries  and  to  conduct  the  formation  elections 
(Water  Code  Sections  39^^00-14-0103). 

There  were  no  new  irrigation  districts  or  water  storage  districts 
organized  during  I96O.  However,  the  department  received  notice  that  owners  of 
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agricultural  land  in  western  Fresno  and  Kings  Counties  were  proceeding  toward 
the  organization  of  the  Westplains  Water  Storage  District,  and  has  since 
assisted  in  the  proposed  formation  of  that  district  in  accordance  with  Section 
39600  of  the  Water  Code.  Formation  proceedings  are  also  well  underway  in  the 
formation  of  the  proposed  Belridge  Water  Storage  District  in  Western  Kern 
County.  These  districts  propose  the  construction  of  works  to  distribute  water 
from  the  proposed  California  Aqueduct  to  arid  lands  within  the  districts. 

DISSOLUTION  OF  DISTRICTS 

Records  of  the  Department  of  Water  Resources  show  that  the  Newport 
Mesa  and  the  Newport  Heights  Irrigation  Districts  were  dissolved  in  I96O,  and 
that  those  districts  were  combined  with  the  Fairway  and  Newport  Mesa  County 
Water  Districts  and  the  City  of  Costa  Mesa  to  form  the  Costa  Mesa  County  Water 
District.  The  districts  were  combined  to  eliminate  duplication  of  water  systems 
and  to  secure  more  efficient  administration. 

The  dissolution  of  irrigation  districts  is  generally  accomplished  by 
either  the  voluntary  or  the  involuntary  procedure  set  forth  in  Chapters  '+  and  5 
of  Part  11  of  Division  11  of  the  Water  Code  (Water  Code  Sections  27^00-27758) . 
However,  because  a  general  law  was  not  found  to  be  applicable,  Chapter  13T7, 
Statutes  of  1959,  was  enacted  to  add  Part  9.1  to  Division  12  of  the  Water  Code 
(Water  Code  Sections  33200-33250).  This  act,  known  as  the  Costa  Mesa  District 
Merger  Law,  provided  for  the  dissolution  of  the  older  districts  and  for  the 
merger  aind  formation  of  the  new  district. 

The  locations  of  the  dissolved  Newport  Mesa  and  Newport  Heights 
Irrigation  Districts  are  shown  on  the  map  at  the  back  of  this  bulletin.  The  map 
was  preiJared  in  1959  tut  was  applicable  for  196O  since  there  were  no  new  districts 
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formed  and  the  two  dissolved  districts  are  discussed.  A  brief  description  of 
the  two  dissolved  districts  follows. 

Newport  Mesa  Irrigation  District 

The  Newport  Mesa  Irrigation  District  encompassed  69h   acres  of  land 
located  north  of  Newport  Beach  in  Orange  County.  The  district  was  orgsinized 
by  a  unaJiimous  vote  of  eight  parties  on  June  2k,   1918.  A  bond  issue  of  $50,000 
was  approved  by  the  voters  on  June  8,  1919>  and  the  funds  from  the  sale  of  bonds 
were  used  to  piirchase  a  water  well  and  supply  line  and  to  construct  a  reservoir. 
Moneys  used  to  retire  the  bond  issue  were  derived  from  land  assessments  and 
water  tolls. 

The  Newport  Mesa  Coxinty  Water  District  was  formed  on  July  26,  195^, 
to  supply  water  to  its  land  and  inhabitants  and  to  replace  the  Newport  Mesa 
Irrigation  District.  No  action  was  taken  to  dissolve  the  irrigation  district 
at  that  time,  although  it  became  inactive.  The  irrigation  district  was  dissolved 
by  the  Costa  Mesa  District  Merger  Law  (Chapter  1377,  Statutes  of  1959)  and 
property  was  transferred  to  the  Costa  Mesa  County  Water  District,  effective 
January  1,  I96O. 

Newport  Heights  Irrigation  District 

The  Newport  Heights  Irrigation  District  encompassed  1,503  acres  of 
land  located  north  of  Newport  Beach.  The  district  was  organized  by  an  election 
on  July  23,  1918.  A  bond  issue  of  $l60,000  was  approved  by  the  voters  on 
October  28,  1919,  and  the  f\inds  from  the  sale  of  bonds  were  used  to  purchase  a 
water  supply  system  consisting  of  water  wells,  pumps,  pipelines  and  storage 
facilities.  The  district  also  used  a  portion  of  the  bond  funds  to  acquire  a 
20-acre  tract  of  land  and  water  system  from  the  La  Habra  Land  and  Water  Compemy.. 
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Moneys  to  retire  the  bond  issue  were  derived  frcoi  land  assessments  and  water 
tolls.  Later,  supplemental  water  was  purchased  from  Coastal  Municipal  Water 
District,  a  member  agency  of  The  Metropolitan  Water  District  of  Southern  California. 

On  Deceniber  8,  1959,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Newport  Heights 
Irrigation  District,  by  resolution,  ratified  Chapter  1377,  Statutes  of  1959, 
approving  the  dissolution  of  the  district  and  merger  with  the  Costa  Mesa  Coxinty 
Water  District,  effective  January  1,  I96O. 

TABLES  OF  STATISTICAL  DATA 

The  following  tables  contain  statistical  data  obtained  from  the 
annual  reports  of  California  irrigation  and  water  storage  districts  for  the  year 
i960,  and  cover  field  operations. 

Table  I  presents  data  on  siipply,  storage,  and  distribution  of  water 
supplies. 

Table  II  sets  forth  data  on  irrigated  acreage,  dry- farmed  acreage, 
double- cropped  acreage,  and  crops  grown  in  the  districts. 

Table  III  is  a  directory  of  California  irrigation  euid  water  storage 
districts. 
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